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OMER ARIELI
MUSICAL DIRECTOR, CONDUCTOR

Grew up in Florence. Studied violin, piano,
chamber music and composition. Worked
as a pianistin the “Fiesolana”, “Puccini” and
“Arena” festivals and in the Rome Opera.
Studied conducting at the academies of
Jerusalem (in the class of M. Rodan) and
Vienna (under the guidance of L. Hager, H.
Arman, E. Ortner and P. Gulda). He worked
as coach and conductor in many theatres
and festivals in Austria, Germany and Italy.

The winner of the first prize in the
“Belvedere” competition in Vienna (2002)
and the EAJC Grant, Paris (2005). He also
worked as personal coach to famous
singers M. Crider, D. Fally, Hui He and
others. Conducted the the Dortmunder
Philarmoniker, the American Symphony
Orchestra, the Orchestra Maderna, and
most Israeli orchestras.

Lives in Jerusalem and is the head of
the Opera Workshop at the Jerusalem
Academy of Music and Dance and the
conductor of the “Hovevei HaMusika
Orchestra”.
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Bornin Russia, Olga studied in the Sobinov
Music College and at the St. Petersburg
Conservatoire. She joined the Mariinsky
Theatre Academy of Young Singers under
Larissa Gergieva. She took masterclasses
with Elena Obraztsova. Studied in Paris
with lleana Cotrubas.

Was a member of the Artistas de la Centre
De Perfeccionament Placido Domingo
at the Palau de les Arts Reina Sofia in
Valencia, and was invited to be part of
the Artists of the Accademia Rossiniana,
Rossini Opera Festival in Pesaro.

Olga won an award in the Stanhammar
International Singing Competition in
Norchoping, Sweden, and first prize in the
Gerda Lissner Opera Competition in New
York.

Among her operatic performances
are: Marfa in “The Tzar's Bride” by
Rimsky-Korsakov; Mathilde in Rossini's
“Guillaume Tell”; the title role of Rossini's
“Semiramide”; Amaltea in Rossini's “Mose
in Egitto”; Adele in Richard Strauss’' "Die
Fledermaus”; Micaela in Bizet's “Carmen”;
Donna Anna In Mozart's “Don Giovanni*.
She appeared in numerous concert
performances in Israel and abroad.
Her vocal repertoire includes: soprano
solo in “The Sea Symphony” by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, Rossini's “Petite Messe
Solennelle”, Beethoven's 9 Symphony,
Mabhler’s 4th Symphony.

She released a debut Lied CD on the MSR
classics label in the USA.
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AARON BLAKE, TENOR

Born in the USA, the recipient of a 2017
George London Foundation Award, tenor
Aaron Blake has earned international
recognition for his performances in
repertoire ranging from Martin to
Rossini.

His repertoire includes The High Priest of
Amon in "Akhnaten” by Philip Glass, Don
Ottavio in “Don Giovanni”, Tamino in “Die
Zauberflote”, Ferrando in “Cosi fan tutte”
by Mozart, the title role in “Candide” by
Bernstein, Rinuccio in “Gianni Schicchi” by
Puccini, Edgardoin“Lucia diLammermoor”
by Donizetti, Alfredo in “La Traviata” by
Verdi, Il Conte Almaviva in “The Barber of
Seville” by Rossini and other roles.

He performs at the Metropolitan Opera
in New York, Oper Frankfurt, Komische
Oper Berlin, as well as in the opera houses
of Cincinnati, Minnesota, Utah, Dallas,
Atlanta, Tokyo, Washington and others.
Most notable was his 2016 star turn in the
creation of the role of Timothy Laughlin
in the Cincinnati Opera world premiere of
Gregory Spears’ “Fellow Travelers”.

In addition, Mr. Blake made a critically
acclaimed debut with New York City
Opera in Peter EGtvOs’ operatic adaptation
of “Angels in America”. Praised by the New
York Times for his “youthful fervor and
endearing sweet sound.”
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GABRIELE RIBIS, BARITONE

Winner of Spoleto International Competition
and member of Academy Arena di Verona. Has
appeared in major opera houses such as Opera
di Roma, Florence, Venice, Bologna, Arena di
Verona, Palermo and others. His international
career includes opera houses in Spain, Germany,
Italy, Japan, Greece and Russia. He is a regular
guest at Opéra Montecarlo and invited to
important opera houses such as Zurich Opera,
the Israeli Opera, Festival of Perelada (Spain), Les
Chorégies d'Orange (France), National Theatres
of Prague (Czech Republic), Rijeka (Croatia),
Kazan (Russia) and Maribor (Slovenia) and more.
His leading roles include the title role in Mozart's
“Don Giovanni”; Count Almavivain “The Marriage
of Figaro”; Don Alfonso in “Cosi Fan Tutte”; Danilo
in Lehar's “The Merry Widow"; Belcore and
Dulcamarain Rossini's “The Elixir of Love”; Figaro
and Bartolo in “The Barber of Sevilla"; Germont
in Verdi's “La Traviata”; Marcello in Puccini's “La
Bohéme”; Sharpless in “Madame Butterfly”;
Escamillo in Bizet's “Carmen”, among others.

He is often requested to perform contemporary
repertoire and premiered twice in the role of
Mamoud in “The Death of Klinghoffer” by John
Adams in Italy and the Czech Republic.

As a concert performer he has sung programs of
sacred music, French and German Lieder.

As Stage Director he directed a number of operas,
among them - “Don Giovanni” and “Madame
Butterfly”. At the Jerusalem Opera he directed
“Rigoletto” and “La Canterina”.

Director of the "Piccolo” operafestivalin northern
Italy, Friuli Venezia Giulia, and of the Borderless
Opera event, between Italy and Slovenia.
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Born in Johannesburg, South Africa. He
has established himself internationally
both as a renowned Baritone and Cantor.
He performs a wide range of classical
and popular repertoire including Opera,
Cantorial, Broadway , Italian and Spanish
songs as well as Yiddish and Hebrew folk
music.

Colin is featured as a solo concert artist
and performs in concerts with renowned
orchestras and choirs in Israel, South
Africa and other countries, amongst
them: the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra,
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, the
National Symphony Orchestra of South
Africa and many other national symphony
orchestras and choirs around the world.
He has appeared in a gala concert at
the Buckingham Palace with the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra and together in
concert with leading singers, such as Jose
Carreras, Andrea Bocelli and Neil Shicoff
as well as with leading cantorial artists
around the world. He has also appeared
in major oratorio roles, such as the lead
solo role in Bloch’s “Sacred Service” and
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah”. He has recorded
and released many CD’s containing a wide
variety of repertoire including classical
and liturgical.
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Amaster’s studentin the program of excellence
at Meitar Opera Studio and the Jerusalem
Academy of Music and Dance, in the class of L.
Tetuev and D. Sebba. Has a first degree in choir
conducting in the class of Prof. Stanley Sperber.
A winner of the Schneider competition and a
recipient of the Koster-Newman Award (the
Jerusalem Opera). Her repertoire includes the
roles of Countess and Susanna in “Le Nozze di
Figaro” (Mozart), Lea and Hagar in "Mothers"
(Sebba), Anninain "La Traviata" (Verdi), “Mignon
Lieder” (Wolf), "Psalm 42" (Mendelssohn),
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Born in Russia. His opera roles include
Guglielmoin“CosifanTutte”, Don Basilio
in “The Barber of Seville”, Dulcamarain
“L'elisir d'amore”, Nilakanta in “Lakmé”,
the title role in Massenet's “Don
Quichotte”. He appeared also in “Der
Rosenkavalier”, “La Traviata”, “Parsifal”,
“Manon” and “Die Fledermaus”. He
sang with the Israel Philharmonic and
at the opera houses of Paris, Monte
Carlo, Toulouse and Tel-Aviv. With the
Jerusalem Opera he sang in Mozart's
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"Frauenliebe und Leben" (Schumann)and more.
With the Jerusalem Opera she performed the
Paggio in "Rigoletto" (Verdi), Apollonia in "La
Canterina" (Haydn) and Guillotin the operettas
“Le mariage aux lanternes” by Offenbach and
“Une éducation manquée” by Chabrier.

“The Marriage of Figaro” and “The Magic
Flute”, in Gounod's “La Colombe”, in
Verdi's “Rigoletto”, in Donizetti's “Lelisir
d’amore” and in the operettas “Le mariage
aux lanternes” by Offenbach and “Une
éducation manquée” by Chabrier.
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Born in Israel, graduated from the
Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance.
Between 2011-2013, he was a member
of the Meitar Opera Studio of the Israeli
Opera.

A recipient of scholarships from the
America-Israel Cultural Foundation (2012-
2013), Sidonia-Berkovich (2012), Eli Leon
(2012 and 2013), Grabov Scholarship (2014)
and the IVAI Scholarship (2012-2014).

He established and was a member of the
“Profeti della Quinta” ensemble of male
singers, specializing in music of the Middle
Ages and the Baroque period.

Among his leading operatic roles: the title
role in “Don Giovanni”, Conte Almaviva in
“Le Nozze di Figaro”, Guglielmo in "Cosi
fan tutte” all by Mozart, Belcore in “Lelisir
d’amore” by Donizetti, Marcello in “La
Bohéme" by Puccini, Silvio in “Pagliacci” by
Leoncavallo, Germont in “La Traviatta” by
Verdi and others.

His concert repertoire includes:
TheBminormass,the Magnificat, Matthaus
and Johannes Passions, numerous Bach
Cantatas (Bach), Ode to St. Cecillia (Purcell),
Te Deum (Charpentier), Haman in Esther,
Solomon, The Messiah, Alexander's feast
and Dixit Dominus (Handel), Ein Deutsches
Requiem (Brahms), the Requiems of Fauré
and Mozart and many other works.
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Born in Russia and made Aliya in 1990. For
many years Marc Shaimer was a regular
member of the Israeli Opera, where he
appeared as a chorus member and also as
a soloist.

Also performed many roles with different
operaprojectsand orchestras — the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra, Haifa Symphonic
Orchestra, and others.

His repertoire includes: Il Duca in Verdi's
"Rigoletto", Rudolfo in Puccini's "La
Boheme”, Tonio in Donizetti's "La Fille du
Regiment" and more.
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Esther has a master's degree from the
Jerusalem Academy of Music with honors.
She won the first prize in the Buchman-
Heiman competition.

With the Jerusalem Opera she sang the
role of The Mother in Humperdinck's
"Hansel and Gretel" and Countess Ceprano
in Verdi's “Rigoletto”. Also, she performed
as soloist with the Malta Philharmonic
Orchestra. Esther sang Marcellina in
Mozart's "Le Nozze di Figaro" with the
Haifa Symphony Orchestra, under the
baton of Tzong Xu and Sergio Alapont.
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Graduate of the Vocal Department of the
Solartinski Music Academy in Witbeck,
Belarus. Holds a BA in music and singing
instruction from the State University in
Wistbeck, Belarus.

Won the competition “The Soldier’s Song” in
the Soviet Union and the national romantic
singing competition.

Has sung the solo parts in a number of
operas, including “La Boheme" by Puccini,
“Boris Gudenov” by Mussorgsky, “La Forza
del Destino” and “La Traviata” by Verdi, “Dead
Man Walking" by Jake Heggie and others.
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