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The Jerusalem Opera is delighted to move forward with you, our dearest audience, and
to continue the 2020-2021 season with the beloved opera “La Traviata” by Verdi. We had
planned to perform this opera last year, but circumstances forced us to postpone the
performances until this year. We are all very excited to now bring you this production in a
sparkling and full-of-life concert.

Please join us and in the spirit of the opera “La Traviata” itself -
let us raise a glass to the joyous occasion! (“Libiamo, ne' lieti calici”).

Albert Eskenazy, founder; opera lover and generous supporter of the Jerusalem Opera
since its inception.

The Graham and Rhona Beck Foundation, Israel, and Elresia Rivka Myburgh, the Beck
Foundation Philanthropic Manager, for their continued funding and support.

Murray Newman and Harry Koster, who established the Koster-Newman Award for Young
Artists - outstanding students in the Vocal Department of the Jerusalem Academy of Music
and Dance - through the Jerusalem Foundation, Canada, in memory of their parents, Anna
and Herman Newman and Shoshana and Morris Koster. The recipients of the award for
2020 (distributed at the request of the donors during the Covid-19 pandemic) are Maria
Kovalenko, Tehila Serri Medevdeva, Shai Yaacobovich and Amalia Zimra.

Our patrons and the friends of the Jerusalem Opera: Julie and Jacob Schorr (Gold Sponsors),
Colin Shachat (Gold Sponsor), Altschuler Shacham Foundation and owners Gilad Altschuler
and Kalman Shacham (Gold Sponsors), Arnold and Victoria Kisch, Tammy Ben David, Haya
and Jaakov Zerem, Susan and Jacques Gorlin, Yehuda and Nurit Rosenberg, Yaacov and
Ora Ringel, Adina and Jonathan Halevy, Adv. Ephraim Abramson, Ruth Iskin.

Our Volunteers: Debbie Azran, Francoise Cafri, Gulie Chamiel, Shlomo Fox, Ruth Schiller,
Joe Weizman, Yair Marocco, Tuvia Blubstein.

All the opera lovers, patrons and friends of the Jerusalem Opera, who prefer to remain
anonymous, whose generous donations and constant support have enabled us to realize
the dream of creating and sustaining opera performances in Jerusalem.



The Jerusalem Opera was first established in November 2011 with the main goals of presenting
opera productions of the highest quality in Jerusalem and promoting Israeli artists.

The Jerusalem Opera’s main productions are: the operas by Mozart “Don Giovanni”, “The Marriage of
Figaro”, “The Magic Flute”, “Cosi fan tutte”, as well as the operas by Puccini “Madame Butterfly”, Rossini
“The Barber of Seville”, Humperdinck “Hansel and Gretel”, Haydn “La Canterina”, Gounod “La Colombe”
in an Israeli premiere, Verdi “Rigoletto”, Donizetti “L'elisir d'amore”, the French operettas “Le mariage aux
lanternes” by Offenbach and “Une éducation manquée” by Chabrier, both an Israeli premiere.

The productions of the Jerusalem Opera are staged to highly professional standards and enjoy enthusiastic
response from both public and critics. Most of the artists receive only a modest fee and the members of the
Executive Committee and others dedicate their free time on a voluntary basis.

The Jerusalem Opera does not have its own offices or rehearsal and performance premises and still faces
an uncertain financial future. It receives financial support from the Jerusalem Municipality and from the Israel
Ministry of Culture and Sport. However, the future of this inspirational and important initiative depends on
the generosity of supporters of culture and others, who regard opera as an important piece in the cultural
mosaic of Jerusalem, the capital city of Israel.

The Executive Committee:

How to make a donation to the Jerusalem Opera:



“La Traviata” is an opera in three acts by Giuseppe Verdi. It was first performed on March 6, 1853 at the La
Fenice opera house in Venice.

The opera is based on the novel by Alexandre Dumas Jr. “La dame aux camélias”, first published in 1848. The
novel was written based on the real life of Marie Duplessis, a young woman who was a courtesan in Paris's
high society in the 1840's and with whom the author had a relationship. After her death in 1847, at the young
age of 23, Dumas wrote the book, basing it in Paris, within high society and during this period. He named the
main character Marguerite Gautier and her suitor Armand Duval - using the initials of his actual name.

The novel is a kind of historical document describing the social life of Paris high society, its dazzling balls, and
the habit of the members of the upper class and nobility to “keep” a woman who is more than a mistress - she
is someone who accompanies them, a courtesan, or a “kept woman”. We are referring to beautiful women
who live in fancy quarters with servants at their beck and call, and living rooms that are splendid enough
to hold balls for the upper class. Such women were supported by their benefactors with large amounts of
money and were constantly showered with expensive gifts. Such a woman, for her part, would be faithful and
loyal to her benefactor for as long as their relationship was in place.

Based on this background, the author describes for us the process that the heroine undergoes: a mistress
who, even though her position in society is on the highest level and well known, is pursued by many men
even though she is not considered to be honorable. A man from a good family falls in love with her and
his love is requited by her. Through this love, she has saved herself and changed her position to that of a
respected woman who is loved for who she is. This is a form of redemption, well suited to the sensitive theme
behind the story and the Christian religious beliefs of the author.

The novel was an immediate success and Dumas also wrote it as a play.

Verdi undertook to write the opera based on the story for the La Fenice opera house in Venice. Francesco
Maria Piave was engaged to write the libretto. The two had already cooperated in writing the librettos for
previous Verdi operas, amongst them, the libretto for “Rigoletto” and "Macbeth”. Piave wrote the libretto for
“La Traviata” based on the book by Dumas and the main character, Violetta Valéry, portrays the character of
the courtesan. The libretto is true to the novel for the most part, even though there are several diversions
and changes of emphasis. The spirit of the book, with its sensitivities and religious faith, are reflected in the
libretto - which can be looked upon as a literary creation in its own right - as well as in the splendid music
by Verdi.

The opera centers on a woman whose life story and whose death are the main themes of the plot. It is a very
feminine opera, written from a very sensitive point of view, intimate and reflexive, where love and the longing
to be loved constitute the central motifs.

This motif is portrayed very powerfully in one of the climaxes at the heart of the opera: Piave puts several
short and simple phrases into Violetta's mouth which are so powerful that they border on the painful:
“Amami, Alfredo, quant’io t'amo!” - Love me, Alfredo, love me as much as | love you!



This is how Violetta begs Alfredo and expresses herself in such a heartfelt manner, after she has promised his
father to cut off relations with him. And the entire orchestra joins her and sends her plight to glorious heights.
Verdi in his score, created a wonderful connection between the orchestra and Violetta, with sweeping and
sensitive music to the words which are so fervent in their truth and simplicity, words which constitute the
essence of the meaning of the opera.

It is magnificent to detect how Verdi succeeded in keeping to the nature of the opera and its special tone
and color, even though he composed it almost at the same time as he composed another of his operas “II
Trovatore” - a stormy opera, fast paced and very masculine, completely different in atmosphere from that
of “La Traviata".

The premiere of “La Traviata” was not a big success. The reason for this is apparently based on the voices of
the main singers: the voice of the baritone did not suit the part; the tenor was ill and the age and look of the
soprano singer did not meet the young age and delicate character of Violetta. Verdi made several changes
in the opera and the next performance - in 1854 in a different opera house and with a different soprano -
received much more enthusiastic reviews. Since then and until today, the opera “La Traviata” has maintained
a well-known and loved place in the repertoire of opera houses all over the world.

Marie Duplessis (born Alphonsine Rose Plessis)
Painted by Edouard Viénot (1804-1872)



Act One

The events take place in Violetta's home in Paris.

Violetta Valery, a Courtesan in Paris high society in the mid-nineteenth century, suffers from tuberculosis.
She hides her condition and lives a glamorous life of parties and balls. Alfredo Germont, a young gentleman
of high society, arrives at one of the affairs she holds in her house and sparks the jealousy of Baron Douphol,
her current protector. When the Baron refuses to propose a toast, Alfredo happily steps in and offers a
tribute to wine, beauty and love. He confesses to Violetta that he has been secretly in love with her for a year
already, but she offers himin return only friendship and gives him a camellia flower, asking him to return it to
her when it fades. Alfredo’s confession of love awakens in Violetta very strong feelings, the likes of which she
has never experienced, but after consideration, she decides to ignore these feelings so that she can remain
forever free.

Act Two

The events take place in Violetta's home in a village outside of Paris.

Despite Violetta's wish to remain free, she succumbs to love. She gives up her glamorous and comfortable
life in Paris and spends three months with Alfredo in her country home. Ultimately, she is forced to sell her
possessions in order to cover the high cost of staying in the village. When Alfredo becomes aware of the
situation, he goes at once to Paris so that he can raise the necessary funds.

News of the affair have reached Giorgio Germont, Alfredo’s father. He arrives at Violetta's country home and
forcefully demands that she leave his son, as the connection between them may damage the good name
of the family and hamper the chances for the upcoming marriage of Alfredo’s sister. Violetta is appalled at
this request and refuses, but in the end, she gives in and in great sorrow promises to the father to end the
relationship with Alfredo. She sends Alfredo a message that she has decided to return to Paris.

The parties in Paris continue. Violetta arrives at a ball held by her friend Flora, in the company of Baron
Douphol and finds Alfredo there, eagerly winning at the gambling tables. He is very hurt by her abandonment
of him and in an act of jealousy, throws money in her face and tells the guests that they are witnesses to
the fact that he has repaid his debt to her for the time spent in the village. The shocked guests, among them
Alfredo’s father, deplore his actions. The Baron Douphol declares that he will defeat Alfredo’s false pride and
invites him to a duel. It later unfolds that Alfredo wins the duel and that the Baron has been injured but has
recovered. Alfredo leaves Paris and travels outside of France.

Act Three

The events take place in Violetta’s humble home in Paris.

Violetta's illness becomes more severe. She receives a letter from Giorgio Germont, who writes that he told
Alfredo of her sacrifice for the sake of his family and that Alfredo is now on his way back to her. Violetta grows



weaker and feels that the end is near. She says goodbye to her former glamorous life and asks God to accept
her into his arms. Alfredo arrives and the lovers reunite. Alfredo asks for her forgiveness and promises that
she will return to health once they leave Paris. Giorgio Germont arrives, full of regret for the sacrifice he has
asked of her and begs her to be forgiven. Violetta's pains disappear suddenly and she experiences a final
moment of ecstasy and joy, but quickly collapses and dies in the arms of her loved ones.

Omer Arieli Musical Director and Conductor Producer Slava Kozodoi
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OMER ARIELI
MUSICAL DIRECTOR, CONDUCTOR

Grew up in Florence. Studied violin, piano,
chamber music and composition. Worked
as a pianistin the “Fiesolana”, “Puccini” and
“Arena” festivals and in the Rome Opera.
Studied conducting at the academies of
Jerusalem (in the class of M. Rodan) and
Vienna (under the guidance of L. Hager, H.
Arman, E. Ortner and P. Gulda). He worked
as coach and conductor in many theatres
and festivals in Austria, Germany and Italy.

The winner of the first prize in the
“Belvedere” competition in Vienna (2002)
and the EAJC Grant, Paris (2005). He also
worked as personal coach to famous
singers M. Crider, D. Fally, Hui He and
others. Conducted the the Dortmunder
Philarmoniker, the American Symphony
Orchestra, the Orchestra Maderna, and
most Israeli orchestras.

Lives in Jerusalem and is the head of
the Opera Workshop at the Jerusalem
Academy of Music and Dance and the
conductor of the “Hovevei HaMusika
Orchestra”.
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Bornin Russia, Olga studied in the Sobinov
Music College and at the St. Petersburg
Conservatoire. She joined the Mariinsky
Theatre Academy of Young Singers under
Larissa Gergieva. She took masterclasses
with Elena Obraztsova. Studied in Paris
with lleana Cotrubas.

Was a member of the Artistas de la Centre
De Perfeccionament Placido Domingo
at the Palau de les Arts Reina Sofia in
Valencia, and was invited to be part of
the Artists of the Accademia Rossiniana,
Rossini Opera Festival in Pesaro.

Olga won an award in the Stanhammar
International Singing Competition in
Norchoping, Sweden, and first prize in the
Gerda Lissner Opera Competition in New
York.

Among her operatic performances
are: Marfa in “The Tzar's Bride” by
Rimsky-Korsakov; Mathilde in Rossini's
“Guillaume Tell”; the title role of Rossini's
“Semiramide”; Amaltea in Rossini's “Mose
in Egitto”; Adele in Richard Strauss’' "Die
Fledermaus”; Micaela in Bizet's “Carmen”;
Donna Anna In Mozart's “Don Giovanni*.
She appeared in numerous concert
performances in Israel and abroad.
Her vocal repertoire includes: soprano
solo in “The Sea Symphony” by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, Rossini's “Petite Messe
Solennelle”, Beethoven's 9 Symphony,
Mabhler’s 4th Symphony.

She released a debut Lied CD on the MSR
classics label in the USA.
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AARON BLAKE, TENOR

Born in the USA, the recipient of a 2017
George London Foundation Award, tenor
Aaron Blake has earned international
recognition for his performances in
repertoire ranging from Martin( to
Rossini.

His repertoire includes The High Priest of
Amon in "Akhnaten” by Philip Glass, Don
Ottavio in “Don Giovanni”, Tamino in “Die
Zauberflote”, Ferrando in “Cosi fan tutte”
by Mozart, the title role in “Candide” by
Bernstein, Rinuccio in “Gianni Schicchi” by
Puccini, Edgardoin“Lucia diLammermoor”
by Donizetti, Alfredo in “La Traviata” by
Verdi, Il Conte Almaviva in “The Barber of
Seville” by Rossini and other roles.

He performs at the Metropolitan Opera
in New York, Oper Frankfurt, Komische
Oper Berlin, as well as in the opera houses
of Cincinnati, Minnesota, Utah, Dallas,
Atlanta, Tokyo, Washington and others.
Most notable was his 2016 star turn in the
creation of the role of Timothy Laughlin
in the Cincinnati Opera world premiere of
Gregory Spears’ “Fellow Travelers”.

In addition, Mr. Blake made a critically
acclaimed debut with New York City
Opera in Peter EGtvOs’ operatic adaptation
of “Angels in America”. Praised by the New
York Times for his “youthful fervor and
endearing sweet sound.”
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GABRIELE RIBIS, BARITONE

Winner of Spoleto International Competition
and member of Academy Arena di Verona. Has
appeared in major opera houses such as Opera
di Roma, Florence, Venice, Bologna, Arena di
Verona, Palermo and others. His international
career includes opera houses in Spain, Germany,
Italy, Japan, Greece and Russia. He is a regular
guest at Opéra Montecarlo and invited to
important opera houses such as Zurich Opera,
the Israeli Opera, Festival of Perelada (Spain), Les
Chorégies d'Orange (France), National Theatres
of Prague (Czech Republic), Rijeka (Croatia),
Kazan (Russia) and Maribor (Slovenia) and more.
His leading roles include the title role in Mozart's
“Don Giovanni”; Count Almavivain “The Marriage
of Figaro”; Don Alfonso in “Cosi Fan Tutte”; Danilo
in Lehar's “The Merry Widow"; Belcore and
Dulcamarain Rossini's “The Elixir of Love”; Figaro
and Bartolo in “The Barber of Sevilla"; Germont
in Verdi's “La Traviata”; Marcello in Puccini's “La
Bohéme”; Sharpless in “Madame Butterfly”;
Escamillo in Bizet's “Carmen”, among others.

He is often requested to perform contemporary
repertoire and premiered twice in the role of
Mamoud in “The Death of Klinghoffer” by John
Adams in Italy and the Czech Republic.

As a concert performer he has sung programs of
sacred music, French and German Lieder.

As Stage Director he directed a number of operas,
among them - “Don Giovanni” and “Madame
Butterfly”. At the Jerusalem Opera he directed
“Rigoletto” and “La Canterina”.

Director of the “Piccolo” operafestivalin northern
Italy, Friuli Venezia Giulia, and of the Borderless
Opera event, between Italy and Slovenia.
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Born in Johannesburg, South Africa. He
has established himself internationally
both as a renowned Baritone and Cantor.
He performs a wide range of classical
and popular repertoire including Opera,
Cantorial, Broadway , Italian and Spanish
songs as well as Yiddish and Hebrew folk
music.

Colin is featured as a solo concert artist
and performs in concerts with renowned
orchestras and choirs in Israel, South
Africa and other countries, amongst
them: the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra,
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, the
National Symphony Orchestra of South
Africa and many other national symphony
orchestras and choirs around the world.
He has appeared in a gala concert at
the Buckingham Palace with the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra and together in
concert with leading singers, such as Jose
Carreras, Andrea Bocelli and Neil Shicoff
as well as with leading cantorial artists
around the world. He has also appeared
in major oratorio roles, such as the lead
solo role in Bloch’s “Sacred Service” and
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah”. He has recorded
and released many CD’s containing a wide
variety of repertoire including classical
and liturgical.
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Amaster’s studentin the program of excellence
at Meitar Opera Studio and the Jerusalem
Academy of Music and Dance, in the class of L.
Tetuev and D. Sebba. Has a first degree in choir
conducting in the class of Prof. Stanley Sperber.
A winner of the Schneider competition and a
recipient of the Koster-Newman Award (the
Jerusalem Opera). Her repertoire includes the
roles of Countess and Susanna in “Le Nozze di
Figaro” (Mozart), Lea and Hagar in "Mothers"
(Sebba), Anninain "La Traviata" (Verdi), “Mignon
Lieder” (Wolf), "Psalm 42" (Mendelssohn),
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Born in Russia. His opera roles include
Guglielmoin“CosifanTutte”, Don Basilio
in “The Barber of Seville”, Dulcamarain
“Lelisir d'amore”, Nilakanta in “Lakmé”,
the title role in Massenet's “Don
Quichotte”. He appeared also in “Der
Rosenkavalier”, “La Traviata”, “Parsifal”,
“Manon” and “Die Fledermaus”. He
sang with the Israel Philharmonic and
at the opera houses of Paris, Monte
Carlo, Toulouse and Tel-Aviv. With the
Jerusalem Opera he sang in Mozart's
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"Frauenliebe und Leben" (Schumann)and more.
With the Jerusalem Opera she performed the
Paggio in "Rigoletto" (Verdi), Apollonia in "La
Canterina" (Haydn) and Guillotin the operettas
“Le mariage aux lanternes” by Offenbach and
“Une éducation manquée” by Chabrier.

“The Marriage of Figaro” and “The Magic
Flute”, in Gounod's “La Colombe”, in
Verdi's “Rigoletto”, in Donizetti's “Lelisir
d’amore” and in the operettas “Le mariage
aux lanternes” by Offenbach and “Une
éducation manquée” by Chabrier.
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Born in Israel, graduated from the
Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance.
Between 2011-2013, he was a member
of the Meitar Opera Studio of the Israeli
Opera.

A recipient of scholarships from the
America-Israel Cultural Foundation (2012-
2013), Sidonia-Berkovich (2012), Eli Leon
(2012 and 2013), Grabov Scholarship (2014)
and the IVAI Scholarship (2012-2014).

He established and was a member of the
“Profeti della Quinta” ensemble of male
singers, specializing in music of the Middle
Ages and the Baroque period.

Among his leading operatic roles: the title
role in “Don Giovanni”, Conte Almaviva in
“Le Nozze di Figaro”, Guglielmo in "Cosi
fan tutte” all by Mozart, Belcore in “Lelisir
d’amore” by Donizetti, Marcello in “La
Bohéme” by Puccini, Silvio in “Pagliacci” by
Leoncavallo, Germont in “La Traviatta” by
Verdi and others.

His concert repertoire includes:
TheBminormass,the Magnificat, Matthaus
and Johannes Passions, numerous Bach
Cantatas (Bach), Ode to St. Cecillia (Purcell),
Te Deum (Charpentier), Haman in Esther,
Solomon, The Messiah, Alexander's feast
and Dixit Dominus (Handel), Ein Deutsches
Requiem (Brahms), the Requiems of Fauré
and Mozart and many other works.
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Born in Russia and made Aliya in 1990. For
many years Marc Shaimer was a regular
member of the Israeli Opera, where he
appeared as a chorus member and also as
a soloist.

Also performed many roles with different
operaprojectsand orchestras — the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra, Haifa Symphonic
Orchestra, and others.

His repertoire includes: Il Duca in Verdi's
"Rigoletto", Rudolfo in Puccini's "La
Boheme”, Tonio in Donizetti's "La Fille du
Regiment" and more.
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Esther has a master's degree from the
Jerusalem Academy of Music with honors.
She won the first prize in the Buchman-
Heiman competition.

With the Jerusalem Opera she sang the
role of The Mother in Humperdinck's
"Hansel and Gretel" and Countess Ceprano
in Verdi's “Rigoletto”. Also, she performed
as soloist with the Malta Philharmonic
Orchestra. Esther sang Marcellina in
Mozart's "Le Nozze di Figaro" with the
Haifa Symphony Orchestra, under the
baton of Tzong Xu and Sergio Alapont.
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Graduate of the Vocal Department of the
Solartinski Music Academy in Witbeck,
Belarus. Holds a BA in music and singing
instruction from the State University in
Wistbeck, Belarus.

Won the competition “The Soldier’s Song” in
the Soviet Union and the national romantic
singing competition.

Has sung the solo parts in a number of
operas, including “La Boheme" by Puccini,
“Boris Gudenov” by Mussorgsky, “La Forza
del Destino” and “La Traviata” by Verdi, “Dead
Man Walking" by Jake Heggie and others.



